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Remarks by China International Trade Representative and Vice
Minister of Commerce Wang Shouwen at the 20™ Session of the
UNIDO General Conference

Vienna, November 27

Director General Miiller,
Government representatives,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the Government of China, let me start by expressing
congratulations on the 20™ session of the UNIDO General Conference.
China appreciates the efforts of UNIDO under the extraordinary
leadership of DG Miiller to implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development in recent years.

This year marks the 50™ anniversary of China’s accession to UNIDO.
With strong commitment to industrial development in the past five
decades, China has worked with UNIDO to deliver over 400 projects in
numerous areas, from industrial development to trade capacity building
and environmental protection. China has also worked with UNIDO to
share experience in industrialization with developing countries, such as
the planning, construction, and operation standards of small hydropower
projects, and clean energy development in Africa. These projects have
delivered considerable benefits to local communities.

This year marks the 45" anniversary of China’s reform and
opening-up policy. In 1978, China embarked on the historic journey of
reform and opening-up. After joining the WTO in 2001, China has
continued to open its door wider to the world. Today, China has become
the largest trading nation and a top investment destination in the world,
and free trade partners with 29 countries and regions under 22 agreements.
China has contributed over 30% to global economic growth every year,
and lifted 800 million people out of poverty. Between 2020 and 2022, the
Chinese economy maintained an annual growth of 4.5% despite the
impact of COVID-19. In the first three quarters of this year, China’s GDP
grew by 5.2%. The 20" CPC National Congress vowed to promote
high-standard opening-up. China will continue to pursue opening-up with
more market opportunities, better aligned with international rules, and
more inclusive and shared development.



This year also marks the 10" anniversary of the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) proposed by President Xi Jinping. In the past decade, the
BRI has turned from a vision into concrete actions, and become a popular
global public good. Between 2013 and 2022, trade in goods between
China and Belt and Road partner countries reached USD19.1 trillion, up
by 6.4% annually. Two-way investment stock surpassed USD380 billion,
including USD240 billion in investments from China.

As we navigate intensifying geopolitical tensions and sluggish world
economic recovery, countries must come together for shared development.
The keywords of the theme of the GC20--Fair Globalization and
Innovation--are fully in line with China’s new development concepts. To
meet these goals, please allow me to make the following proposals.

First, we need to work together to promote high-quality Belt and
Road cooperation. At the Third Belt and Road Forum for International
Cooperation last month, President Xi Jinping put forward eight steps to
support high-quality Belt and Road cooperation. Many elements of them
are consistent with UNIDO’s priorities. China is ready to work with
UNIDO to reinforce South-South and triangular cooperation as we
implement the eight steps. To share China’s development experience, we
are willing to help countries build more “small and beautiful” projects,
and strengthen capacity building in areas such as cross-border
e-commerce, digital trade documents, and renewable energy.

Second, we need to work together to create new opportunities in
the digital economy and green development. Not long ago, China and
other 34 countries co-launched the Initiative on International Trade and
Economic Cooperation Framework for Digital Economy and Green
Development. China will work with other participants of this Initiative on
cooperation in big data, Al, solar power, hydrogen power and other
cutting-edge areas. China also calls on developed Member States to
transfer digital and low-carbon technologies to developing Member States
with concrete actions to close the digital and green divides.

Third, we need to work together to promote and align standards
in emerging fields. Aligned standards connect the world as one. China is
an active advocate for open standardization. It has adopted over 80% of
international standards. Chinese standards are also competitive globally,
particularly in emerging fields such as new energy vehicles and 5G
telecommunications. China is ready to work with all parties to harmonize
green and low-carbon standards, and help developing Member States
enhance connectivity in standards and industries, and thus move faster in
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their industrialization initiatives.

Fourth, we need to work together to foster an open, inclusive,
fair and non-discriminatory environment for trade and investment.
Acts of certain countries, such as de-coupling, de-risking, and unilateral
sanctions, make global industrial and supply chains less stable and less
open, while putting the industrialization of developing countries at risk.
China is and will always be a natural member of the Global South. China
will continue its unequivocal support for true multilateralism and oppose
unilateralism and protectionism. China supports a successful MC13 of the
WTO, especially in restoring a two-tiered dispute settlement mechanism,
and saying no to the notion of “might is right.” China stands ready to
work with all other countries to improve trade and investment
liberalization and facilitation, and build an innovative, inclusive and open
world economy.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The Global Development Initiative, put forward by President Xi
Jinping in September 2021, is instrumental to achieving the 2030
Sustainable Development Goals. Industrialization is a priority area of
cooperation under the GDI. It is also the shared pursuit of UNIDO and all
countries. China is ready to strengthen cooperation with the developing
world to implement the GDI, create a world of common development and
prosperity that leaves no country or individual behind, and build a
community with a shared future for mankind.

To conclude, I wish the General Conference a complete success.



